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B.     Progress and Accomplishments:  (continued)

o In July 1983, "Nonregulatory Guidance to Assist State Educational
Agencies in Administering Federal Financial Assistance to Local
Educational Agencies for Projects Designed to feet the Special
Educational Needs of Educationally Deprived Children Under Chapter 1
..." was disseminated. The Interpretations and policies contained
1n this document are binding only on officials of the U.S. Department
of Education. SEAs are encouraged to develop alternative approaches
to providing compensatory educational services that may be more in
keeping with local needs and circumstances, so long as they are not
inconsistent with the Chapter 1 statute and regulations.

o Under the "Secretary's Initiative to Improve the Quality of ECIA,
Chapter 1 Projects," a new program of competitive grants was begun
to provide assistance to SEAs in expanding or developing activities
to identify, validate, disseminate, or implement program improvement
strategies. In FY 1983, the Department made 21 grant awards, total-
ling $1.048 million.

o In August 1983, the Department published a form for use by States
in reporting Chapter 1 student and staff counts and student achieve-
ment information.

C,    Costs, Benefits, and Effectiveness:

Program Scope: The most recent data about this program are from school
year 1981-82. In that year, approximately $2.5 billion were distributed
to about 14,000 eligible school districts. States reported serving
approxlmately 4,670,000 public school students and 184,000 private
school students during the regular school term* and 187,000 students
during the summer. Grade levels served ranged from prekindergarten
(less than one percent of those served) through 12th grade (about one
percent of the children served); 69 percent of the children receiving
Title I services were in grades one through six.

Declines of roughly 12 percent were indicated in the numbers of public
school students served 1n Title I between 1978 and 1981. A similar de-
cline was noted in the number of private school students served. The
nature and Intensity of services provided to private school participants
were generally comparable to those received by public school students (E.I)

As reported by 40 States, 54 percent of Title I participants in 1981-82
were white, 32 percent were black, 11 percent were Hispanic, one percent
were American Indian/Alaskan Native and one and a half percent were
Asian/Pacific Islanders (E.I).

Types of Benefits Provided; In school year 1981-82, 70 percent of all
program participants received compensatory instruction in reading, and
42 percent received supplementary mathematics instruction (E.l). Other
major instructional service areas Included language arts (20 percent
of the students), limited English and English as a second language (11
percent), and other instructional, e.g., social studies (22 percent).
In addition, support services such as attendance and guidance counseling
(21 percent) and health/nutrition (18 percent) were also provided (E.I).